
  

  

 

PROTECTING THE LUNGS OF EUROPE 

We want the European Union to finance a prevention campaign to fight against the 
increasing number of wildfires in ours forests. 

 

Group Members: Christian, Alaia, Velizara, Ilinca, Luisa (Italy, Spain, Romania, Germany) 

 

SUMMARY 

Even if fire has been the main driving factor in the story of human evolution, now the whole 

planet is fighting against it. 43% of Europe is covered by forests, and everyday a part of it is 

burning. We want to prevent the actual situation in Amazonia or Siberia from happening in 

Europe. That is why we propose to create an awareness raising campaign to implement a 

better and equal environmental education around Europe. Besides that, another goal of our 

campaign is to promote the European funding programs we want to create in order to help 

and support landowners.   

 

PROBLEMS 

Europe is in danger, every year the number of wildfires is massively increasing. Wildfire is a 

term that means a large destructive fire that spreads quickly in the nature. 43% of Europe is 

covered in forests, and everyday a part of it is burning. This year, until October, the number 

of wildfires (around 2000) is three times the average from the last decade. Furthermore, 

according to the EFFIS (European Forest Fire Information System), by the first 5 months of 

2019 there has been approximately 250.000 ha burnt (imagine 250.000 football fields 

burning!). This is more than the 180.000 ha that have been burnt in all 2018 in Europe. Even 

if nowadays 85% of this phenomenon is happening in the Mediterranean zone, it is also 

increasing in the northern countries. 
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Afterwards, we have local consequences, such as loss of biodiversity, desertification, loss of 

properties of the soil, etc. But also, global ones: higher temperatures, CO2 and smoke 

produced by the burning process, all those increasing climate change. Fire also produces 

polluting particles that affect human health. The same scenario is happening now in 

Amazonia. 

The main causes are accidents, business interests and negligence. In fact, 95 % of the 

wildfires come from human causes and 70 % of this is about negligence in agriculture. Since 

there are no clear forest policies in Europe, we don’t fight against this problem together. So, 

it is necessary to focus on this situation. 

 

GOALS 

We want to reduce the wildfires in the European forests, in order to prevent a worse 

situation than the actual one. If people of the European Union countries are educated and 

concerned about this problem, then the negligence and ignorance will get lowered. We 



  

  

would like people to start caring and be motivated about our nature, in order to preserve it 

for the future. Let’s focus on this. 

 

ACTIONS 

After studying the situation, we came to the conclusion that the main causes are lack of 

interest of the owners and visitants to maintain their forest lands and, in addition to this, 

negligence in agriculture. Funds and education, respectively, are the actions we suggest 

taking: 

People working on the primary sector must be conscious and motivated to take care about 

the environment, especially about forests. This is the reason why we ask for European 

educational programs for these workers and people who want to be better informed. For 

this to happen, we want the local brigades to cooperate in order to facilitate an easier way 

for the land workers to have access to the information used in the programs.  

Additionally, we want to create a European campaign, in order to raise awareness of the 

population about this problem and make it more visible. The topics in the campaign could 

be about ecosystems and how they develop, focusing on the action of the fire. This is going 

to create new job opportunities in a particular level. Besides, it will be a benefit for 

companies and organizations such as Greenpeace or WWF. 

The campaign can also help to make the best usage of the funds and to create an accessible 

way for supporting those who own a forest and do its management sustainably. 

These funds are promoted by the same department of the European Commission that is 

already working with the CAP (The Common Agricultural Policy is the agricultural policy of 

the European Union) aids. It focuses on field owners who do a well-managed maintenance 

of their environment, in order to help them economically.  

FINAL CLAIM 

We want to raise awareness for people in Europe about the wildfires problem, so they will 

decrease in the future in order to preserve and protect our planet. We want the European 

Commission to finance our campaign and the funds for maintenance.   

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union

