
ESC IN A BUTTERFLY HOUSE
BORDANO (UD), ITALY

HOSTING ORGANIZATION
Farfalle nella testa

WEBSITE
www.farfallenellatesta.it
www.bordanofarfalle.it

WHEN
march-december 2020

WHO
2 volunteers

WHERE
Bordano (Udine), Italy



Farfalle nella testa is a cooperative society that 
deals with communication of science and 
public engagement with science. It has been 
founded in 2013, bringing together different 
competences (management, scientific advice, 
research, exhibition design, educational 
projects, technology and  communication) 
from people with a great experience in science 
museums, science centres, zoos, aquariums, 
research groups. 

WHO WE ARE

“We wanted to have a working group with 
all the needed skills to imagine, create, 
develop and manage exhibitions and 

educational projects with living animals 
and plants. �e whole process of it.”



OUR MAIN FACILITIES

Farfalle nella testa has been managing for years the Butterfly 
House in Bordano (UD), the biggest one in Italy, owned by the 
Municipality of Bordano. FNT has created and managed the 
Naturama Science Center, in Martignacco (UD), a new model of a 
science museum for Italy, located within one of the biggest 
shopping malls in Italy (Città Fiera). Also, FNT has designed and it is 
running the Tana in Val Resia, a multipurpose center in the 
mountain of Friuli: a sleeping facility with restoration, multimedia 
rooms and basecamp for many mountain trails.

“We tell the thousand stories of this planet - the bizarre adventures of 
�shes, insects, mammals and plants; because there is a thriller story, 

inside any duck migration, and there is a thousand-year saga in every 
river pebble. So, we are the storytellers. We tell these stories. We translate 

them �om the natural language to the human language.”



Every year about 40,000 visitors enter the 
Butterfly House with about 10,000 of them being 
students. A considerable percentage of them 
are foreigners. In fact, the exhibitions and 
educational activities are in Italian, English and 
German language and a great part of the staff 
speaks at least two languages. FNT is also 
engaged in the local community of Bordano. 
Annually we organize events in collaboration 
with the Ecomuseo Val Del Lago, local 
promotion associations, the association of 
Montessori Education schools. The participation 
in the many events organized at the Butterfly 
House is very high especially from the residents 
of the area. The Butterfly House is open to the 
public from March to September, from 10AM to 
6PM.

“We want our visitors to stay breathless, 
facing the paramount show of everyday 

life on Earth. We want them to smile and 
to think. We want our visitors to raise in 
their souls the desire to be�er live with 

themselves, with animals and with 
everyone that lives on this amazing li�le 

planet, which we were born on.”

THE BUTTERFLY HOUSE



FNT is one of few groups in Italy 
specialized in the realization and 
management of public exhibitions 
with live animals. It deals with 
every aspect of the process, from 
the choice and supply of the 
structures (mobile or fixed ones) 
to the design and set up of the 
interior (plants and animals), to 
the training of technical and 
scientific staff, to the educational 
offer for children, young adults, 
adults, disabled people. FNT can 
act as a management  team or a 
consultant one.

GREENHOUSE 
AND ANIMALS

The activities of Farfalle 
nella testa cover different 
areas, but they are 
focused in three specific 
fields.



FNT works in the creation of temporary or 
permanent exhibitions on scientific themes, 
with particular expertise in the field of 
natural sciences. We take care of the whole 
process - from the initial idea to the opening 
and management, marketing and 
promotion. We can be a consultant for 
exhibition concept, executive design, content 
(texts, images, videos), communication 
campaign and multimedia software.

FNT designs and develops educational 
activities for the general public or on specific 
targets (children and teenagers in different 
school ages, people with disabilities, elderly 
people). Our offer mainly covers the fields of 
earth sciences, natural sciences, biology, 
chemistry and physics. FNT proposes 
demonstrations, informal talks, laboratory 
activities, in-the-wild lessons, front 
conferences, other edutainment activities. It 
provides complete packages, specific 
interventions or consulting activities.

EXHIBITIONS

EDUCATION



PROJECT CONTEXT

Bordano is a small community of around 800 inhabitants. Village is a few kilometers to 
Gemona del Friuli and half-an-hour by car to the capital city of the province, Udine. It is 
possible to go to Gemona del Friuli with daily transportations, where there is a train station 
with connections to the entire region. Bordano stands to 224m of altitude, on the right side of 
the Tagliamento river, between the mountains Brancot (south) and the well-known San 
Simeone (north), which creates a little open valley towards the river. Furthermore, the 
community has in itself Interneppo, which overlooks the Cavazzo Lake, 2.5 km from Bordano. 
Also, it is possible to take a refreshing swim near by the Butterfly House in a small lake with 
amazing mountain scenery.

BORDANO

Bordano is known as the “Town of the Bu�er�ies” because of the 
various species of bu�er�ies �ying in late spring. It has been 

renowned for this since the XIX century.   



Around the village, on the walls of the 
buildings, you can see numerous murals (231 
of them) representing diverse themes, 
especially butterflies, which id the mascot of 
the town. The making of these murals started 
in masse in the year 1996 and reached its 
peak with the opening of “Casa delle Farfalle” 
(Butterfly House) in 2003. Casa delle Farfalle 
of Bordano is the main turistic attraction of 
the area and the most important butterfly 
house in Italy.  It’s visited by around 40.000 
people each year and it is up to the top 10 
touristic attractions of Friuli Venezia Giulia. 
The guests, as well as from the Friuli Venezia 

Giulia region, are from Venetian area and from 
near parts of Austria and Slovenia. Other 
tourists come also from the Northern Europe. 
During summer, around the area of the 
Cavazzo Lake, there are many events, festivals 
and activities. In the Bordano community also 
exists important sports activities, in particular 
athletics (mountain trail running) and 
paragliding. Around the Cavazzo Lake you can 
practise aquatic sports like windsurfing and 
canoe. Bordano, by standing in the centre of 
Prealps Carniche and Prealps Giulie, is also 
seen as an excellent starting point for trekking 
and cycling.



The volunteers will be involved in the 
management of the house of butterfly and in 
the environmental education activities as 
follows:

✓ Support during guided tours, educational 
workshops and events organized especially 
during the summer season (hikes, theme days 
etc.);

✓ Participation in the creating, planning and 
realization of such events;

✓ Creation and realization of activities, events or 
workshops: after an initial phase of adaptation, 
the volunteers will be encouraged and 
supported to enrich the Butterfly House with 
their ideas and experiences;

✓ Shooting and editing video, taking and editing 
photos, as well as publishing them on social 
media; following the media campaign on 
Facebook and Instagram;

✓ Assistance to the staff during the ordinary and 
extraordinary management of the Butterfly 
House: management and maintenance of 
tropical greenhouses and more in general of 
the museum structure;

✓ Help during the breeding and care of insects 
and other invertebrates and vertebrates;

✓ Assistance to the staff for the care of plants 
and outdoor gardening activities;

✓ Participation in staff meetings and specific 
meetings on various aspects.

The programming of activities and 
work division will be deeply tied to 
the interests and inclinations of 
the volunteers, so that each one 
will have space and time to 
express their ideas and 
preferences. The volunteers will be 
encouraged to propose, 
personalize and improve the 
activities inside the greenhouses 
and protocols for the animals both 
through personalizing daily work 
and through specific focus and 
proposals aimed at deepening 
specific interests. They also can be 
involved in communication activity, 
through shooting and editing 
video and photos and publishing 
on website and social media. 
Furthermore, they are also 
welcomed to enrich the public 
with their ideas, and experiences 
by proposing activities and events, 
by helping during the existing 
activities to the best of their 
abilities.

The main activities in 
which volunteers will be 
involved.



WORKING HOURS

The volunteers will be working for a total of 35 
hours per week, 5 days a week with around 6-7 
hours a day. For the consecutive 2 days rest the 
volunteers will be put in the roster along with all 
the personnel, this way one weekend will be free 
every month while in the other weeks the rest 
days will be during the week. The volunteers will 
monthly receive the work programme and the 
free days they have.



ACCOMMODATION

The ESC volunteers are hosted in a three-floor house with a garden, located in Bordano, seven 
minutes walk from the Butterfly House. The house has two single bedrooms and one shared 
bedroom with two single beds, a studio type living area with open kitchen and dining table, a 
toilet and a shared bathroom. The house is light, clean and provided with all necessary 
appliances – oven, microwave, kitchen appliances, washing machine, iron, hair dryer, etc. The 
common area is kept clean by volunteers cleaning schedule. 

HOUSE

Mood

San Simeone
With a view to



FINANCIAL SUPPORT

For the food, the volunteers can shop, using the economic support that are given monthly for 
this purpose, and cook in the apartment they are living in. On weekends, during lunch time, in 
opening season, the volunteers can take advantage of the “chiosco” at the Butterfly House (the 
cafeteria serves traditional hot dishes). Previous volunteers have created a productive garden to 
provide fresh vegetables and herbs for their consumption, in the garden in the back of their 
house. On top of it, volunteers are provided with additional pocket money.

✓ Every volunteer will be given monthly a pocket 
money of 5 euros a day and 130 euros for the 
food; 

✓ Transportation to Gemona for weekly grocery 
shopping and to/from train station is provided 
by requesting a ride or borrowing a car. 

✓ The Butterfly House can give a bicycle for the 
duration of their ESC;

✓ The travel expenses will be refunded on the 
basis defined by the European Commission.

EAT, LIVE, ENJOY!
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JOIN OUR TEAM
how to apply

Send the CV and the application form to candidature.sve@associazionejoint.org 
with the subject line “Application for Farfalle nella testa” as soon as possible. 

Only shortlisted people will be contacted to arrange a Skype interview.


